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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 076005 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA 

1 . WE LEARN FROM USUN THAT CONTACT GROUP IS NOT PLANNING 
TO CONCLUDE ITS WORK ON THE NAMIBIA PROPOSAL AND ITS 
ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS UNTIL SOMETIME NEXT WEEK. OTHER 
MEMBERS OF CONTACT GROUP ARGUE THAT EASTER HOLIDAY HAS 
EMPTIED THEIR FOREIGN MINISTRIES AND THEY ARE IN NO 
POSITION TO GET TIMELY GUIDANCE. 

2. WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED PERSUASIVE EVIDENCE THAT THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 076005 

SOUTH AFRICANS MAY BE PLANNING WITHIN A WEEK TO ANNOUNCE 
A DATE FOR NAMIBIAN ELECTIONS AND PERHAPS TO TAKE OTHER 
STEPS ASSOCIATED WITH AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT OF THE NAMIBIA 
QUESTION. 

3. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WE CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL THAT 
THE CONTACT GROUP COMPLETE ITS WORK SO THAT THE PROPOSAL 
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CAN BE PRESENTED TO SWAPO AND TO SOUTH AFRICA WELL IN 
ADVANCE OF ANY PROSPECTIVE SOUTH AFRICAN ANNOUNCEMENT. 

BY TAKING SUCH A STEP WE BELIEVE THAT SOUTH AFRICA PERHAPS 
CAN BE DETERRED FROM PROCEEDING ON AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. 
BECAUSE THE CONTACT GROUP IS IN A RACE AGAINST TIME, WE 
HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO ASK ITS MEMBERS TO CONCLUDE THEIR 

WORK BY THIS WEEKEND AT LATEST SO THAT THE PROPOSALS ARE 
IN PLACE FOR PRESENTATION FIRST THING TUESDAY. 

4. ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD CONVEY FOREGOING TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRIES, WITH EXPRESSION OF SUITABLE CONCERN AT INTER- 
RUPTING THEIR EASTER WEEKEND, AND ASK THAT THE NECESSARY 
INSTRUCTIONS BE SENT TO THEIR REPRESENTATIVES IN NEW YORK. 
VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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